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Cannabis Co-Pack GTIN Management 

Guidance Document 

Overview 

Recent amendments to the Cannabis Regulations allow Licensed Producers (LPs) to sell co-

packs - packages containing multiple individual Consumer Units - as a single unit at retail. 

This document provides guidance on how to apply GTIN (Global Trade Item Number) 

Management Standards to these new co-pack formats. It outlines two typical scenarios LPs 

may encounter and offers recommendations for GTIN assignment, barcode types, and 

placement based on whether the Co-Pack is sold solely at retail or also functions as a 

shipping unit.  

 

Scenario A: Co-Pack sold as a Consumer Unit Only (Not 
Used for Shipping)  

The Licensed Producer (LP) sells a cannabis Consumer Unit. It has already been assigned a 

GTIN-12 and uses two leading zeros ("00") in the barcode carrier to create a 14-digit GTIN.  

The LP now wants to take advantage of recent regulatory amendments and sell a package 

containing 24 of the same Consumer Units in a single “outermost container” (referred to 

here as a “Co-Pack”). This Co-Pack is intended solely for retail sale and is not used as a 

Shipping Unit (i.e., it will not be scanned at a distribution centre but rather placed within 

another packaging hierarchy such as a Master Case).  

GTIN Assignment:  

• Assign a GTIN-12 to the Co-Pack as if it was a Consumer Unit.  

The fact that the Consumer Unit inside the co-pack has a GTIN-12 assigned to it does not 

impact the GTIN that is assigned to the co-pack.  

Barcode Requirements:  

Both the Consumer Unit and the Co-Pack should use a GS1 DataMatrix (or GS1 DataBar 

Expanded/Stacked, as appropriate).  

Note: Ensure the barcodes of the individual units are not visible (totally obscured) so when 

Co-Pack is scanned at Point of Sale to prevent scanning the individual units.  
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Scenario B: Co-Pack Sold as Both a Consumer Unit and a 
Shipping Unit  

The LP sells a cannabis Consumer Unit that has already been assigned a GTIN-12 and uses 

two leading zeros ("00") in the barcode carrier to create a 14-digit GTIN.  

The LP wants to sell a package containing 24 of these Consumer Units in a single 

“outermost container” (the Co-Pack). This Co-Pack will be sold at retail and also as a 

Shipping Unit (e.g., sold to wholesale distributors as-is, without being repackaged into a 

Master Case). 

GTIN Assignment: 

• Similar to scenario A, assign a new GTIN-12 to the Co-Pack. 

Note 1: the same GTIN-12 should be used for both the Retail Point of Sale and the 

Distribution and Logistics barcoding.  

Note 2: Ensure the barcodes of the individual units are not visible (totally obscured) 

when Co-Pack is scanned at Point of Sale to prevent scanning the individual units.  

Barcode Requirements: 

• Retail Point of Sale (POS): 

Both the Consumer Unit and the Co-Pack must use a GS1 DataMatrix (or 

GS1 DataBar Expanded/Stacked, as appropriate). 

• Distribution and Logistics: 

The Co-Pack must also carry a GS1-128 barcode. The same GTIN-12 of the Co-

Pack will be encoded in GS1-128.  

Note: GS1-128 barcodes cannot be scanned at retail POS, and GS1 DataMatrix barcodes may not 
be scannable in distribution/logistics environments. 

Barcode Placement: 

In this scenario, the Co-Pack will carry two barcodes: 

1. GS1 DataMatrix (or GS1 DataBar Expanded/Stacked): 

■ Place on the top or bottom of the Co-Pack for easy scanning at retail POS. 

2. GS1-128: 

■ Place on the sides of the Co-Pack, where conveyor belt scanners in 

distribution environments can read them easily. 

 

3. If both barcodes must be placed on the same side (due to surface 

limitations): 

■ Ensure adequate spacing between the two barcodes so that scanning 

equipment can distinguish and read each barcode separately. 

For more detailed guidance, refer to Section 6 (Barcode Placement) of the GS1 General 
Specifications. 
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